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THE VOLVO CLUB OF B.C.

SEPTEMBER 2024
29 Bedingfield St., Port Moody, B.C., V3H 3N2
Gregg Morris at Tel: 604-469-1216

E-Mail: grmorris@shaw.ca
Annual membership fee $25, To join: Call or write Gregg Morris. See above.
or view our Website www.volvoclubofbc.com

V.C.B.C. is the

B.C. Chapter of Volvo Sports America

1800 Register
To join VSA write to, PO Box 352 Fairless Hills, PA 19030-0352

<OUNDED 1975 Email: membership@vsa.org Annual membership fee US$40 Website www.vsa.org

UPCOMING VOLVO EVENTS also see our website www.volvoclubofbc.com)

SEPTEMBER 28, 2024, (SATURDAY) V.C.B.C. 31th ANNUAL CATES PARK PICNIC AND AGM Rain or Shine, 4141 Dol-
larton Highway, North Vancouver, B.C. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Bring a picnic lunch! Shine up the Volvo and bring the family. There will
be lots of raffle prizes, as well as dash plaques and trophies for the Peoples Choice, Runner Up & Modified. We will also hold our
Annual General Meeting. Please bring non-perishable food donations for a Lower Mainland Food Bank. Come and see the nicest
display of Volvos in BC. For info call Gregg Morris 604-469-1216 or 778-988-6694 or Dave McAree 604-530-6097

VCBC TECHNICAL SESSION Date, Time, Subject and Location to be announced. Watch the VCBC website or contact John
Cripps 604-466-9110.

JANUARY 22, 2025 (Wednesday) VOLVO CLUB WINTER SUPPER, 7:00 pm at the New Westminster Spaghetti Factory located
at 50 - 8™ St., just up from the Sky Train Station, call Dave McAree 604-530-6097

VANCOUVER ISLAND EVENTS: Watch the website. www.volvoclubofbe.com or call Bob Cuthill 250-658-0126

WASHINGTON VOLVO CLUBS EVENTS see www.psvsa.org

REPORT OF PAST EVENTS

SPRING DRIVE TO LILLOOET
June 8.9, 2024
John Cripps
Well, its Monday morning and I am
just washing the bugs off the grille of my

V50 after our weekend road trip to Lillooet
from our home in Maple Ridge and good
thoughts come to mind. Seven Volvo club
members met in the Chevron Station in
Hope at 10 on Saturday morning. Bert

and Kathy Sherlock in their 70-122, Gregg
and Rose Morris in their 65 -122, Beau
MacGregor in his 66 -122, Rohan Soulsby
in his 72- 140, Dave and Louise McAree
in their 98- V70, Steve Yabroff in his 2021
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Corvette and Celine and I in our 2005-V50.
I had pondered which car to take on this
trip. I had prepared our 63- 544, but in look-
ing at the route and guessing what other
vehicles would be on the drive, I knew that
speeds up to 110 to 120 km/hr would be
called for on the first 120 km leg of our trip.
My 544 has no overdrive, so the engine
would be spinning fast most of the way. I
don’t like to push my engines too much and
I didn’t want to slow down the Volvo con-
voy, so I took the V50. It rarely had to go
over 3000 rpm and most of the time spin-
ning only at 2000rpm. Hot weather was
also in the forecast and air conditioning
would be a bonus. After filling our fuel
tanks, we roared out of Hope toward the
Coquihalla Highway with Rohan leading the
way in his fast 140.

From the Coldwater turnoff this second-
ary road offered a slower pace, and welcom-
ing twisty route to Merritt. We had a picnic
lunch at the Lions Park, where we met an-
other Volvo Club member David Chan in
his 94-940. David had somehow slept
through four alarms, so he skipped the ren-
dezvous at Hope. Pulling out of Merritt my
V50 instrument panel had a blazing high
temperature alarm warning of over 30 de-
grees C. I have only had this car since last
August and never seen this alarm before.
So, I thought it was probably the ambient
temperature sensor, which hangs underneath
the driver side mirror. I was parked in the
sun and with the heat soak from the parked
engine I surmised also contributed to the
cause. So, I set off and once the sensed
temperature fell below 30 C the alarm went

away. The
ambient
tempera- |
ture sensor |
eventually [
dropped to
24 C as we |&
motored to
the town
of Logan
Lake,
where we
parked at
the wvisitor
center,

next to a
huge mining shovel and haulage truck.

Next, we took off north on the Tunkwa
Lake Road, another twisty road with good
pavement to Savona, located on the east end
of Kamloops Lake. Cache Creek was the
next town. Then we went North to the Hatt
Creek then west on highway 99 to Lillooet,
arriving about 3:30 PM. After we unpacked
our cars at the Mile 0 Motel we migrated to
Bert and Kathy’s room for appetizers and
drinks. We then dined at Lillooet Inn or at
Mai’s Kitchen.

Most of us had planned to take the Duffy
Lake Road back home via Whistler, howev-
er Steve wanted to get home early, taking
the Sumas border crossing to his home in
Woodinville, Washington. Google maps
showed the Fraser Canyon route would
shave an hour off, so along with Dave and
Louise and David Chan we chose that route
too. Spectacular scenery as we twisted
down the canyon beside the mighty Fraser

River carving its way south to the Pacific.
Gregg and Rose had received a last-minute
invite to join Rob and Janet Schwieger in
Osoyoos so they went southeast, slipping
out early Sunday morning. Next to leave
was the Duffy Lake gang, with Beau, Bert
and Rohan headed for breakfast in Pember-
ton ahead of any dreaded ladderbacks(RVs).

Like many of the roads we took, high-
way 12 to Lytton was deserted, just as well
as the road appears to be hanging to the can-
yon walls, narrowing to a single lane ledge
in places, often patched with fresh gravel
after damage from falling rocks. A keen
eye on the road surface is essential to avoid
any freshly fallen sharp edged rocks, other-
wise, tires would be easily shredded. Steve
was very cautious with his low-slung Cor-
vette through these stretches. I love follow-
ing Steve’s beautiful Corvette; it hugs the
road despite sharp turns. It even looks fast
standing still. At Hope Steve split off west
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THE ONCE THRIVING TOWN OF LYT-
TON 3 YEARS AFTER THE FIRE

to Highway 1 to Sumas, the rest of us took
Highway 7 to Agassiz where Dave and
Louise turned off to Highway 1 to Langley
and David Chan, Celine and I continued
along No. 7 to our homes.

I checked out mileage, we averaged 7
liters per 100km (40 miles per imp. Gal, or
34miles per the skimpy US gal). It was a
great trip with good company, spectacular

T
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4l ry about wild fires and there
was no flooding on our route,
so Osoyoos here we come. I
have to admit it was hard not
to join Bert, Rohan and Beau
on their early morning blast
over the Duffey Lake Road.
That is still my favourite road
in southern BC and if you
leave early from the Lillooet
end you might have the whole
Duffey Lake Road to yourself.
| I believe that was the case for
- Bert, Rohan and Beau and that

| scenery, sunny weather, dry
{ pavement, twisty roads and
no breakdowns.
ADDENDUM: HOW TO
MAKE A GREAT SPRING
DRIVE EVEN BETTER!
Gregg Morris

Rob and Janet Schwieger
who live on the east side of
Kootenay Lake wanted to
join the Spring Drive but they
had just returned home from a
trip to the lower mainland
visiting their daughters. The
thought of turning around and
driving right back to Vancou-
ver to join the drive just
seemed like too much.

I understood their dilemma
and I knew of a good alternative. We have
often extended our Volvo Club Spring Drive
and headed to some other nice spot in
Southern BC to continue the fun. My sug-
gestion this time was for the four of us to
meet in Osoyoos. We would head there
from Lillooet and Rob and Janet would fire
up their 123GT and head west from Koote-
nay Lake. The weather was still perfect and
it was too early in the season to have to wor-

—

is like winning the lottery for those who like
to drive a unique and challenging road.

I may have missed the Duffey but our
route from Lillooet to Osoyoos was not too
shabby either. The weather was perfect and
the roads were empty. We headed south
from Lillooet on Hwy 12 to Lytton. That
poor community is still virtually uninhabit-
ed even though I believe they have the go
ahead to rebuild after the devastating fire of
June 2021. (Google fire in Lillooet and read
the posting titled “Lytton was a magical
place. Then it burned to the ground” )

It felt like we were visiting a graveyard
so we paid our respects and headed 20 miles
north on Highway 1 to Spences Bridge and
Highway 8 east to Merritt. Highway 8 par-
allels the Nicola River. In November 2021,
just 5 months after scorching heat caused
Lytton to burn, torrential rains described as
a triple atmospheric river turned the Nicola
River and Coldwater River into monsters
that flooded Merritt and virtually swallowed
Highway 8. By 2023 BC Highways had
reopened a new version of Highway 8 that
connected surviving stretches of the original
highway with landfill, new bridges and
mega tons of rock armoring. About half the
highway was gravel in 2023 and remains in

$ 122 AT THE
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the same state today. Once the pavement is
reinstated the road will again be the
“driver’s” road we all enjoyed.

The car we are driving is a 65 Amazon
and that makes it 59 years old. Back then
the closest thing to a GPS was a map. Even
without modern electronics, that car can
find every Chevron Station within driving
distance. Today’s first find was in north
Merritt where the car happily slurped up
$40 of 94 octane gas for just 113 miles of
driving. Back on the road we climbed east
on the Okanagin connector then south on
Highway 5a to Princeton. 5a is a beautiful
curvy rural road passing glacier fed lakes,
ranches, and timber. From Princeton nor-
mal people, who were headed for Osoyoos,
get on Hwy 3 east, but for the more discern-
ing, a 20 mile ride on Old Hedley Road fol-
lows the left bank of the Similkameen River
is just the ticket. This is a beautiful Rural
Route set at the foot of some very high
mountains with none-to-stable looking
slopes. This is the kind of road that you
drive very fast so you get where you are
going before you hit something.

Old Hedley ends at Highway 3 and from
there on just stay on 3 until it drops you off
in Osoyoos.

Rob and Janet arrived at the same time
as we did. We rented a nice room on the
lake at the Poplars Motel. For the next few
days we toured the south Okanagan winer-
ies, shopped at the worlds best Home Hard-
ware, swam in the lake, toured the Nk’Mip
desert cultural center run by the Osoyoos
Indian Band, ate well and enjoyed the com-
pany of our friends.

The drive home for all of us was une-
ventful and the few days in Osoyoos were a
fine supplement to the Spring Drive. Try it!
VOLVO CLUB SUMMER CRUISE
TO THE PITT MEADOWS AIRPORT
July 13, 2024
Gregg Morris

This was the 9" Summer Cruise we have
enjoyed. Allen Hiebert and I were trying to
remember the past journeys. The first one
was to Cultus Lake in 2014 and Allen could
not remember the details of that one. No
wonder, because he didn’t organize it, and
he and Dot were not even there. That first
drive was the work of Dave and Louise
McAree and it was lots of fun so we decided
to make it an annual event. At that point
Allen volunteered to choose the next drive
in 2015 and has arranged a new route and
destination every year since, minus Covid.
Here is where we have been. 2015 Kilby,

2016 Stave Lake Powerhouse, 2017 Yar-
row, 2018 Langley Airport, 2019 Ab- E

botsford MacDonald Park, 2022 Mission,
2023 Abbotsford EcoDairy.

This year’s cruise day was perfectly sun-
ny and warm. The drive covered about 80
km of paved rural roads and took around 2

hours. We started at the 232" [EESEEESy
Ave Chevron by the freeway and
ended at the Pit Meadows airport. j§
There were 7 cars there to enjoy |&
the drive. Allen gave everybody a §
two-sided map of the drive route
and I was hopelessly turned
around after the first 10 minutes
of turns and short straights all &
through scenic countryside. Good sl
thing I didn’t get separated from
the others or Rose and I would
still be wandering around out |
there.

Allen grew up in the Fraser
Valley, so he generally knows the |
area, but he is nothing if not me
ticulous. He first chooses a worthy destina-
tion and then designs an entertaining route
to get there. The route must have fine scen-
ery, little local traffic, and a minimum of
left turns into traffic. Today’s route passed
through eastern Langley and into western
Abbotsford then returning to Langley and
across the Golden Ears bridge over the Fra-
ser River to the Pitt Meadows Airport. The
scenery was a bit shocking. I remember this
area as having lots of small farms with mod-
est structures and broken down machinery,
but now there are an amazing number of
huge houses on manicured estates secured
with big rolling steel gates. There must be
money in farming these days and blue
berries seem to be the crop of choice.
The properties may be a bit pretentious
but the re is no arguing with their beau- 8
ty. For each mansion there was a
matching multi car garage, I envied.
Rose and I thought it might be nice to 8§
live on one of these estates if we could

they did not know each other, yet they
worked in same industry. Ad Bertens is a
marine engineer for SeaSpan and Stephen
Brown is a sea captain and is a consulting
expert in the Vancouver harbour and was
Harbour Master for 4 years.

We all arrived safely at the Pitt Mead-
ows Airport in time for lunch in a shady
spot by the SKY Helicopter hanger. The
airport has also gone pretty “up town” since
I visited it last. We took a look in at the
Helicopter hanger and it was a huge space
with perfect epoxy white floor. Apparently,
it is not just a hanger but is used for large
weddings and movie viewings etc. Clever

find the money to have someone else do |e

all the work required to run it.

The collection of cars on the drive g
was quite neat. Allen and Dorothy
Hiebert led the way in their 2021

Polestar 2, Terry and Joanne Walton [#% p

drove a 2014 XC60. The Cripps, Mor-
ris’s and Ernie Hildebrandt all drove

PV544s. Two new participants, Ad Bertens
and Stephen and Joy Brown both arrived in
C70 Retractable hardtop style convertibles.
Now if driving the same very rare model
Volvo was not enough of a coincidence,

PITT MEADOWS AIRPORT

— v

marketing. They have tapped into the tour-
ist market and we saw 2 or 3 helicopter
loads of tourists returning from a birds eye
view of the lower mainland.

After lunch we all headed home in the
sunshine.
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MORREY VOLVO OF BURNABY
GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION

Gregg Morris

JASON MORRREY L4 R R
GREGG MORRIS | Al
LOUIS GAO Salin .

JARRETT MORREY

In July 2024 I received a
message from Louis Gao, (Business Devel-
opment Manager for the Morrey Auto
Group, inviting our club to be represented at
the Grand Opening of Morrey Volvo’s new-
ly renovated building. Ten tickets were
reserved for us at the Grand Opening cele-
bration, and we were invited to display
some of our classic Volvos. Bill and Jean-
ette Buholzer brought their 64 1800s, Bert
Sherlock 1970 1228, Fred DeBoer 1978 262
Bertone, Darcy Bullock and Marianela Mar-
tinez 2021 Polestar 1. John and Celine
Cripps were to have driven their 1963 PV
544 but John severely annoyed his knee the
day of the event so that left us without a 544
and that would never do. Rose and I had
planned to bring a 1973 1800ES but brought
our 1964 PV 544 instead. It would never
win a concours but who cares, it has been
my car for 54 years so it deserved an outing.

The event was described in the invitation
as an unforgettable evening of luxury, inno-
vation and celebration. There would be
viewing of Volvos new EX30 and EX90
fully electric SUVs. Tour the newly reno-
vated, Volvo Designed building, described

as Swedish cool on the out-
side and warm on the inside.
We were invited to enjoy
premium BC
wines, an exquis-
ite culinary jour-
ney and live en-
tertainment. They
did not disap-
point; it was thor-

event.

Probably we were
not quite the de-
mographic  they
were aiming at,

white hair, but
they treated us
very well and we
certainly enjoyed
the evening. 1
think the others in
attendance enjoyed seeing the
old Volvos. To my surprise,
all the offices in the show-
room displayed a large pic-
ture of one classic Volvo or
another.

Morrey auto group is a
family owned and operated
business.  Founder of the
business Gary Morrey and his
two sons Jason and Jarrett
gave short speeches of wel-
come and declared their pride

at being chosen for a Volvo !

Dealership. Grandson, Spen-
cer Morrey, will be general
manager of the Volvo Dealer-
ship. Their plan is to effi-
ciently sell and service a lot of
Volvos. The Morrey’s cer-
tainly came across as dedicat-
ed and approachable and the
employees [ talked to said
they appreciated the work
environment at the dealership.
We wish them well.

| Seivice

NISSAN N1(N

oughly enjoyable |

given our grey or |

—

..l .
her/founder
ry Morrey

_ )

FRED deBOER & BERT SHERLOCK

CLUB CARS
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EDITORIALS AND LETTERS

CLUB STUFF

VCBC DIRECTORY OF SERVICE LOCATIONS.
Rick Taylor asked about the directory. It is accessed
from home page of the website. Print it out. It is listed
in geographical groups: Vancouver and Fraser Valley,
Vancouver Island, Other parts of BC, Alberta and
USA, Volvo Parts Specialists. If you have other service
suggestions let us know. Rick noted that Rainbow
Auto Service in Bellingham will rent a dice scanner for
3 days at a time.

THE ONE-OF-A-KIND DELAHAYE
WAS ALMOST A CASUALTY OF
wwil
Nigel Mathews
Vancouver Province Newspaper
September 2006
(Nigel allowed me to use this article in our
newsletter. What a great car story!
Thanks Nigel.)

2023 was my 18th year of judging duties
at the Pebble Beach Concours D’Elegance,
and I found

myself being
elevated to
the Chief
Class Judge
of the two
Figoni clas-
ses. I have
often thought
that 1 was
born too late
and wonder
what it
would have
been like to grow up surrounded by the
stunning art deco shaped cars, created by
the Italian coachbuilder Joseph Figoni. In
1935 Figoni took on a business partner
Ovidio Falaschi. Figoni would design and
build the beautiful bodies and Falaschi |
joined the company as the financial stabil-
ity for them to succeed as partners.
Walking the Pacific Ocean edge of the
18th fairway at Pebble Beach, where all
the Figoni cars were placed was a bit like
Déja vu, taking me back to 2006 when 1
first viewed the stunning event poster car,
a black 1936 Delahaye 135 Figoni Coupe

unfolded and became more interesting, the
English spelling became worse.

The writer who wished to remain anony-
mous, told a fascinating tale; the timeline
was late 1940 in war-torn France. Private
Schmidt—we’ll call him—was a motorcy-
cle dispatch rider in a German infantry divi-
sion, based in Colmar northeastern France,
near the German border. His unit had been
ordered to the Polish front. With a few days
remaining in France, he was sent to Gerard-
mer, 52 kilometers away to round up as
many valuable French cars as possible.

He roamed the streets and back alleys in
search of expensive wheels. An old shed in
an alley caught his eye. As he peered
through the dirty windowpanes, he noticed
something inside the shed. “It was the most
beautiful black sports car I had ever seen in
my life,” writes Schmidt, describing the
1936 Delahaye Figoni Coupe. He ap-
proached the house with the intention of
demanding the keys, but something inside
him said, “NO!”. An elderly lady opened
the door and was understandably surprised
and frightened at the sight of this 23-year-
old German soldier at her door. Schmidt
had no idea if she understood his broken
French, but he told her to cover the car and
fill the shed windows with firewood to hide
it from view and left. He could not return to
Colmar empty-handed and commandeered a
Peugeot. It broke down on the way back to
the base!

Schmidt ended up on the Polish front
and became a POW. He survived the war
and immigrated to Canada in 1950. His

early years in Canada were spent in Alberta.
Looking for a warmer climate he eventually
moved to Surrey, British Columbia.

Now imagine fast-forwarding the clock
by 66 years: It is a Friday morning, and he
is having breakfast reading the Vancouver
Province newspaper. Being a car guy, he
would go straight to the car section. He
almost fell out of his chair seeing the feature
photograph in my weekly column in the
Province. Here was the very car that he had
seen through those dirty windowpanes and
did not have the heart to take it. It’s a car
you would not forget, he told me. They
only built one, so I have no doubt that it was
the very same car.

I contacted Private Schmidt by tele-
phone, and he told me his life story. He did
not want to go to war and serve in the Ger-
man army. Plans were made for him to
swim across a river at night, escaping from
Germany where a job had been secured for
him in South America. He knew that the
repercussions for his family left behind
would be severe, so he decided to stay and
reluctantly reported for duty.

He was now 89 years old and a little
hard of hearing, but we talked occasionally;
the topic naturally was about cars, usually it
was sparked by one that I had featured in
my column.

Thank you, Private Schmidt, for saving
such a magnificent car. The current owner
has a copy of his initial typed letter to me
and been made aware of this story. I would
hope that it will go with the car to the next
Custodian.

from the Patterson collection in Louis- ||

ville, Kentucky, USA.

When I returned from Monterey car
week that year, I had a few days to meet
the September 2nd deadline for my week-
ly newspaper column called Collector
Classics.

I wrote an overview of the |i°

week’s activities, auction results and dis- |

played a few photos of the cars, the largest |
pictures being the Black Delahaye. This |8
went to print on Sept 6th. On September
20, 2006 a regular reader of my articles &
took a chance and mailed a letter ad-
dressed to me at the large Insurance Com-
pany that I worked at, and it by chance

landed on my desk. The letter was typed 2

using an old typewriter and as the story
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SOMETHING DIFFERENT

AN AMAZON IN LIMBO: MISSING
RESTORATION RECORDS RECOV-
ERED
Beau MacGregor
Manieri Motorworks, Bellingham Wa,
360-756-2000

Like many vintage automobile collec-
tors, I have too much stuff and too little
time. Cars. Parts. Projects, and the desire for
ever more of each. Over the years, such a
focus has made for a rewarding and often
joyous hobby, despite the trouble it has
caused me. “What if I made this modifica-
tion and rebuilt that system, the car would
be ever so much better! Right! Probably it
will be, but what happens when one owns a
car that fosters indifference?

I was set on bringing the 1972 dark blue
164E on the 2024 Spring Drive to Lillooet.
So sure, in fact, that I’d planned to make
several long-desired improvements before
the trip. Wire up the OE style fog lamps,
add a Rallye instrument cluster and GT
Steering wheel, balance the driveline, etc.
As is so often the case, revenue jobs at the
shop took precedence and personal projects
had to wait. Time ran out: I was due at the
Morris residence in Port Moody the next
afternoon, it was Thursday evening, and I
hadn’t touched the 164 for over a month.
The 145 Express was a contender, as it was
running strong with a new FI head, D cam,
and freshly rebuilt carburetors. But for 500
miles? The PV was down with a leaking

water pump, but that could have been reme-
died by midnight. For reasons that are still
unclear, I fetched the Horizon Blue *66 122s
from its dusty perch, gave it an oil change
and a bath, and was off the next morning for
a three-day, 552 mile lap around southwest-
ern British Columbia with friends from
VCBC.

I’d been ignoring the 66 Amazon all
winter long, if not all decade long. It is a
beautifully restored machine, but neverthe-
less there it sat the gathering dust atop a
parking lift, looking like the orphan it had
become. “I need to sell that car and move
on.” I’d think, whenever I saw it up there.
“It’s too nice, it’s too valuable, it has too
much bad juju from the previous owner”,
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I’d grumble to myself as I drove away in
something else yet again. I’d all but given
up on ever recovering the Amazon’s report-
edly extensive records and had even tried -
unsuccessfully - to sell the car on Bring-a-
Trailer in January of 2022. Whoever com-
missioned the Amazon’s superb restoration
in 1999 eventually sold the car to an indi-
vidual in Bellingham in 2010, from which I
bought the car, in 2015. “I’ll have to find
the restoration records and get them to you”
he promised, eyeing the bank check I held
in my hand. I trusted him and we executed
the sale. Weeks went by, then years. Noth-
ing. “Haven’t had a chance to look”, he’d
say changing the subject. Then my periodic
queries started to yield different answers: |
was told that I’d already been given all rec-
ords he’d had, (which amounted to a title
and keys) then told that there had never
been any records with the car. Hmm. No-
body goes through such a thorough effort to
bring a car back to better-than-new without
generating a significant file. Something
wasn’t adding up.

One day, while removing the car’s mod-
ern stereo system (the Amazon’s sport ex-
haust provides a lovely if stupendously loud
soundtrack, overpowering any semblance of
Hi Fidelity
from the car’s
tiny speakers) I
came across an
old registration |
card that has
somehow
found its way f
behind the dash 8
and stayed put |&
all those years.
Huh. Was thi
the individual |
who  restored |5
the car?

Turns
that it was!
“Hello?” said
Carolyn, speak-
ing from the
San Juan Is-
lands. I intro-
duced myself
as the current
owner of her
122s. “Oh, Hi!
I been wonder-
ing what hap-
pened to my
Volvo.” She
said, warming
to the Saturday
morning  cold
call I’d inflict-

out

ed upon us both. Pleased to hear that the car
was still local, and in apparent good hands,
she offered a detailed account her history
with the Amazon: It had been for sale at
Swedish Motors in Boulder, CO in the late
1980s when she bought it, her subsequent
numerous cross-country adventures, and of
course the eventual restoration at The Werks
in Eugene, Oregon in 1999. She confirmed
the existence of an extensive restoration file
and was clearly annoyed that it had evident-
ly been lost by the buyer. She went on to
explain that her decision to sell hadn’t been
an easy one - this was her car after all - the
process made downright unpleasant, by, as
she put it "the most aggressive haggler I’d
ever met". She stated that it took a long time
to get over the regret of letting the car go for
such a low price. I allowed that she was
welcome to drop by my shop sometime to
see and drive her old Amazon.

So, the car does have records...
now what?

Gregg Morris remembered the car from
the 2001 VCBC West Coast Meet, where it
won First Place in the 122 category, present-
ed by non-other that Bob Moreno, the fel-
low who restored the car and owner of the
The Werks in Eugene, OR. Mr. Moreno

okay,

proved to be elusive: The Werks had since
closed, and no further information about
him was forthcoming. Rohan Soulsby
helped to put some more leaves on the tree,
his interpretation of the VIN revealing that
the car was indeed a Canadian-produced
1966 model, not a 1967 model as stated on
the title. He even provided a reproduction
“Made in Canada” plate, as would have
been originally affixed to the pedal box un-
der the hood. A Washington State Patrol
inspection to confirm the VIN and a seven-
week wait yielded a correct 1966 title.

Two more email conversations with Car-
olyn filled in some more details, but without
the receipts, photos, and newsletter features,
a large part of the car’s history was still lost.

My queries to the former owner were
now being ignored outright. Did he unwit-
tingly toss those records? Did he honestly
not remember? Was he simply lying? Frus-
tration over the Amazon’s missing records
had been an eight-year nuisance but now,
with confirmation of what was missing from
Carolyn, the situation had intensified.
Here’s this beautifully restored Amazon, but
with no written file to back up its prove-
nance.

By this point, the former owner — who

T

‘STEVE YABROFF
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operated a small auto glass service out of
his pickup truck - had been the beneficiary
of dozens of auto-glass referrals from my-
self and my repair shop. He was for years
my go-to for glass service on my own vehi-
cles, even going so far as to claim at the
time that he “Wasn’t making much” on sale
of the Amazon by “cutting me a deal”. Car-
olyn dispelled this claim during an email
exchange in which sale prices had been dis-
cussed. He had indeed made a significant
profit. Who loses - or claims to have lost,
then denies the existence of — the written
record of such a fine car, and why? This was
a maddening situation that made me rethink
my dealings with the seller, bringing into
sharp focus just how badly I’d been taken
advantage of over the years.

But then, in June 2024, nine years after |
purchased the car, and just one day after
returning from a successful Spring Drive, a
breakthrough happened. The now ex-wife of
the former owner had recently discovered -
amid her back shop, in the bottom of a tub
of musty old car magazines - a thick FedEx
envelope stuffed with sheaf of papers and
marked "1967 Volvo 122s Receipts” She
remembered who’d bought the Volvo and
tracked me down. I was overjoyed at the
news, and quickly retrieved the material.
Inside were extensive receipts from The
Werks, scores of photos, and three newslet-
ters in which the car’s restoration saga was
featured. Eureka!

Later, after the material had been sorted
into a thick three-ring binder and placed
triumphantly on the Amazon’s front passen-
ger seat, bringing much needed closure to
an unpleasant, impossibly protracted trans-
action did I finally see the car in a different
light, the first significant tugs of enthusiasm
vying for my attention. In retrospect, this
shift had initiated the previous Saturday
somewhere along 97A between Merritt and
Logan Lake. I'd been doing my best to
catch Bert Sherlock and his dark green *69
122s, a task that took a considerable effort
as our procession roared through sunny pine
forests studded with an occasional azure
hued lake, each curve and grade bringing
car and driver ever-farther over an invisible
threshold. “This is fun, I really like this car”
I thought
as its ex-
haust note
and wind
roar filled
the far
corners of
my con-
sciousness
with a
wall of
sweet me-
chanical
sound that
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only an old Volvo can offer. It is as though
the Amazon knew it was about to be com-
plete again, united with its own history.

For nine years the Amazon had been
subjected to a state of limbo, the odd one
out in my small quiver of fine old machin-
ery. Not anymore. A car I hadn’t even want-
ed to look at much less drive had now come
back to life, cranking up the ye’old Plan-a-
Tron machine for weekend trips and im-
provements. Hmm: Should it have the cor-
rect “Volvo Canadian” trunk badge? Maybe
a mellower exhaust? A power brake boost-
er? How about a headrest retrofit to the
front seats? Certainly, a proper radio delete
plate! Probably a rear main seal after all this
time. Maybe a run to Winthrop! But those
are projects and stories for another day...the
PV still needs a water pump.

DRIVE CYCLE OR DRIVE ME CRA-
7Y? By Jay Leno

Hagerty Drivers Club issue June 2024
(This article may not be about old or new
Volvos but it certainly could be. Gregg)

If you were able to somehow time-travel
a hundred years into the future and you
needed to drive someplace, and all you
could find was a 1907 White steam car and
a Tesla, which would you choose? 1 know I
would take the White because I would have
it running way before the Tesla. A steam
car is made out of simple mechanical stuff
like pipes and valves and it can burn almost
anything, while the Tesla--like all modern
cars—has miles of wiring connecting the
black boxes that make the car go. And
though mechanical things may break, elec-
trical stuff degrades, which is an important
difference.

A relay may look brand new on the out-
side, while on the inside, it’s dead. But if
you break the drive to the fuel pump on
your old car or the pump diaphragm is torn
or whatever, you can look at it and say,
“Oh, I see, it’s not pumping, and this is the
problem.” In today’s cars, you have all
these sealed boxes that all look the same but
one may be completely busted. And if you
replace one sealed box with another sealed
box and the problem is still not fixed, well,
you have no idea why.

Mechanical things break, electrical
things degrade, which makes storing mod-
ern cars a pain. Take the “drive cycle” that
all cars have now. I learned about it be-
cause the original battery in my 2005 Ford
GT finally started going down. So, like any
other car in the garage, I threw in a new
battery. Bink! A trouble light came on, and
I said to myself, “What did I do—I didn’t
do anything crazy here! I just put a new
battery in it!”

I called Ford and someone told me that I
have to drive it to clear the light. Well I go
drive it for a couple of days and the light
stays on. “No,” they tell me when I call

back, “you have to drive it some more, up to
200 miles.” I run three tanks of gas through
it, I do the entire Los Angeles Crest and
back again, and the light is still on. So then
I call and ask to speak to an actual engineer,
and that’s when I found out about drive
cycles.

Turns out, every modern car has a drive
cycle, or a programmed set of parameters
that the computer is looking for in order to
reset itself. It’s something that came in with
onboard diagnostics, which was a couple
decades ago, so it’s not new. If you Google
your own car, you can probably find its
drive cycle. Over a month or two, you
would probably drive the cycle naturally
and the computer would figure it out, but
since | always do this stuff right before a
smog test, | had to get the light cleared right
away.

The engineer told me that I have to fol-
low the instructions EXACTLY—don’t
deviate at all. The instructions went some-
thing like this: Start the car with the air con-
ditioner on. Turn the air conditioner off.
Drive the cars 3 miles EXACTLY. Turn
left. Then go 2 miles. Turn right. Hold the
speed at 55 mph for three minutes.

I did it just the way he told me and bink!
The light went out. Afterward I figured out
that if I had put a jumper cable across the
leads as I was changing the battery, I could
have avoided the whole problem. Bit it’s
like owning a Tesla; you only find out that
the car has certain features until after
you’ve owned it awhile, because there’s no
book to tell you this stuff. And with Tesla,
every time they download new software to
it, things change. I’ll be sitting there trying
to figure out how to turn on the heater, and
the person on the phone will tell me, “Just
say, “turn on heater”” But I want to know
where the button is! I know where is used
to be. Well, it moved with the last software
update, it’s over there now.

When I get into some of these modern
cars, I play broadcasts through my phone,
so to find the channel I want, I’'m often sit-
ting in the driveway waiting for the car and
the phone to pair up. Then I have to swipe
around on the phone to find what I want,
and then, finally, five minutes later, I can
drive off. Assuming I can figure out how to
get it in gear.

Sometimes it’s nice to get back into an
old car where you push a plastic or metal or
Bakelite button and the radio comes on.
Then you turn a knurled knob and —whoa!
—the station changes. No swiping, no com-
puters asking, “Did you enjoy this selec-
tion? Would you make this selection again?
But I have to go now because the next mod-
ern car in the garage needs to run a drive
cycle to pass smog and I’'m now two cars
behind!




V.C.B.C. NEWSLETTER: SEPTEMBER 2024

1958 Volvo 444 Owner: Gil Stuart

I bought the car in 1991 in Alberta. Electrics were 6 Volt
| with 2 of 1.5 inch SU on a B16 engine. Since I wanted to

| vintage race it, I installed a B18 with 2 of 1.75 inch SU
| which required a change to 12 Volt system. I replaced the
| front drum brakes with discs from an Amazon. Over the
winter of 1991/92, the car was stripped to bare metal, new
metal welded in where needed and painted Guards Red. By
the firewall tag, factory color was black although the car
was a metallic silver when I got it. I vintage raced and ral-
lied all over Canada, USA and Mexico from 1992 to 2016.
During that time, the car was always licensed for the road
and still is. [ removed the roll cage and racing seats in 2018 and installed stock seats and uphol-
stery. The car retains its racing equipment: ie tachometer, no bumpers, lowered, heavy duty front
sway bar, front disc brakes, dual master cylinder, and a fuel cell although I like it for the street
with 4.5 inch Volvo slotted steel wheels and 165R15 tires. The engine is a B20 putting out about
130 horse power at 6500 RPM. The car will be getting a new paint after the display period at Vol-
vo of Victoria. After paint, | intend to apply for collector plates.

10
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TECHNICAL TIPS

JACK STANDS

Hagerty drivers Club Magazine

Kyle Smith

(Additional notes by Gregg Morris are in
brackets and italics. These notes are appli-
cable to old Volvos with solid rear axles)

Many of us spend so much time working
under cars that are sitting on jack stands that
we forget how inherently sketchy it is:
NHTSA (National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration) in the USA estimates nearly
5000 people are injured each year due to
jack stand failures. Yet a few simple stand-
ards of operation make jack stands a rela-
tively safe way to work under your car.

(There are basically two types of jack
stands. Older stands usually use a pin
through the jack stand and the movable cen-
ter stem to adjust the height. Note: the
higher it is less stable it is. Most current
jackstands have a ratchetting stem to adjust
the height. These are an improvement over
the pinned variety. Once using a pinned
jack stand I did not confirm that the pin
went right through the stand and as it
turned out only one half was engaged.
Luckily it did not fail. See the photo of a
variety of jack stands.)

Jack stands have a weight rating, often a
sticker. Pay attention to it. For stands pro-
duced after 2015, the rating refers to a pair,
so if you use a “3-ton” jack stand on the
shelf of your local auto parts store, know
that you’ll need two in order to support the
claimed 6000 pounds. They’re the lowest

rating we’d recommend for the typical home sion member. Then jack up the front using
shop. A pair provides a sufficient margin of the front cross member to jack on and place

safety for work under most cars. (Bigger is
better in jack stands. You do not have to
pull the stem as far out to reach the desired
height and the foot print of the stand is
large and provide the best stability).

The best jack stand in the world is use-
less in the wrong spot. A service manual
will often provide guidance on proper jack
points. If what you are doing goes beyond
the imagination of the car’s original engi-
neers, look for a part of the car designed to
bear the entire weight of the car when it is
on the ground---like the frame rails or the
rear differential. A bumper or frame brace
that doesn’t support and wasn’t designed for
that load is a bad place to put a stand. (With
older Volvos use the differential axle tubes
in the rear and unibody frame members in
the front. Beware of rust. Frame members
and Jacking points can rust in older cars
and ultimately can crush if asked to support
the car.)

(One of the dangers in using jack stands
is jacking up the car and putting the jack-
stands in place. Never omit the use of jack
stands even if it is a quick piece of work you
are going to do. It is simply too dangerous
to rely on the hydraulics of the floor jack
alone. Make sure your floor jack is trust
worthy and does not leak. Jack up the rear
of the car first, using the pumpkin of the
differential to jack on and place the rear
jack stands on the axle tubes or a suspen-

the jack stands on the frame member. When
placing and adjusting the height of the jack
stand make sure you are in a safe place and
not lying under the car while doing this.)

(Ideally jack the car up from a smooth,
level concrete floor. If you are on asphalt,
put a piece of plywood under each jack
stand so the feet don’t sink into hot pave-
ment. If you must use a sloped location
make sure it is a very slight slope and use
the biggest jackstands you have so they have
the largest foot print and most stability on
the slope. If the floor is not a smooth sur-
face carefully watch that the floor jack is
rolling as it raises the car. If you are jack-
ing up for the second pair of jack stands
watch the ones already placed to make sure
they are not tipping because the floor jack is
not rolling properly. This is even more im-
portant in a sloped location)

Now that your car is up in the air there is
one last step before you roll underneath:
You have to shake it. And don’t be timid
about it. Yes, doing this could send your
car lurching to the ground if the stands are
misplaced. Better now that when you are
underneath. (If it is convenient you can
leave the floor jack in a relevant place as an
extra precaution. Once everything is in
place take one last look at each stand and
location to confirm that everything is cor-
rect).

Tell someone that you are working un-
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derneath a car. If they don’t hear from you
in a while, they know to check on your well-
being.

(Take a look at the picture showing 5
varieties of jack stands. From left to right
here are some comments about each. The
yellow ratchetting style labelled 6 ton is the
style and size | prefer. It has a big foot print
and can raise a car to high working height
safely. A mechanical engineering friend has
a theory about tools made in China includ-
ing this jack stand. “If you can’t use good
steel use lots.” | am not saying that is the
case here, but it is comforting to know that

the stand and stem are both beefy. | have
seen these jackstands for sale at KMS Tool,
Princess Auto and Harbour Freight in vari-
ous colours. There are lots of sizes of this
style of stand so be sure you are buying the
correct size. The body of the 6 ton stand is
14" tall.

The aluminum jack stand labelled 3 ton,
| do not use routinely. | take a pair of them
with me on trips. It is well made and is
light. Both the body and stem are alumi-
num. The next stand is a pinned type and
this one was made by my brother in shop
class in high school. It is very rugged and

has a good sized base. | have used it a lot.
Next is a typical 4-legged store-bought
pinned type stand. For years that was all |
used, and I have never had a problem, but |
am very careful to position it correctly and
to make sure the pin is fully engaged, and |
don’t use it at its highest position. The last
stand is a 3 legged pinned type and it is by
far the worst style of stand. It has a very
small foot print and is not very stable. 1
have it for a very particular purpose. It
happens to be narrow enough to lay down in
the spare tire bay of the 1800ES so | take a
pair on trips for emergency use only.)

B.C. DEALER DISCOUNT LISTING

(Unless stated otherwise, the discount applies to over
the counter parts only and a valid VCBC membership
card is required.)

Volvo Cars Richmond, 338 - 10700 Cambie Rd.
Richmond, BC, 604-299-2999, New parts: 15%,
Chapman Motors, Cobble Hill, B.C., 1-800-663-
7208, New parts 10%, Used parts 20%

Chapmans Cars Victoria 751 Cloverdale St., Victo-
ria, Ph. 250-475-2213, parts and service: 10%
Chapmans of Nanaimo 20 Cliff St., Nanaimo, BC,
250-754-4807, parts and service: 10%

Dancia Motors Ltd. 5273 Trans-Canada Hwy, Dun-
can BC, 250-746-4612, Parts 10%

Volvo Cars Kelowna, 839 Finns Rd. Kelowna, BC
250-491-9348, New Parts 15%

Volvo Cars North Vancouver, 1765 Marine Drive, N.
Vancouver, B.C. Ph 604-986-9889, New Parts 15%
Volvo Cars Surrey, North Surrey Automall, 15383
Guilford Drive, 604-588-6088 New Parts 15%

Volvo Cars Burnaby, 4456 Still Creek Drive, Burna-
by, 604-416-4200 New Parts 15%

Volvo Cars Victoria, 1101 Yates St., Victoria, BC, ph
250-382-6122 New parts: 15%

CLUB DIRECTORS:
MEMBERSHIP FEES:
TO JOIN:

John Cripps, Dave McAree, Gregg Morris, Bert Sherlock & Rohan Soulsby

Annual fee: Can$25 for Canadian members and US$25 for US members. Memberships run from July 1 to June 30 each year, non-prorated.
Send $25 cheque payable to V.C.B.C, with your name address, telephone #., E-Mail & the year model and colour of your Volvos to the club address noted
on page 1 of the newsletter. A membership application form is printable from club website, www.volvoclubofbc.com
CLUB BENEFITS: events, membership list, newsletters, club decal, VCBC membership card, discounts from companies listed above, NAACC membership
CLUB CLOTHES: T shirts $15, golf shirts $25, Sweat Shirts $30, Jean Shirts $35, Ball Caps $15
DISCLAIMER: VCBC cannot be held responsible for technical advice given in good faith in it's club newsletter, or by its officers, editorial staff, or members

CLASSIFIED ADS (pictures on website)

Send us your ads and pictures and we will post them on the website and newsletter for you!
See Classified ads on website www.volvoclubofbc.com for more detail and pictures

CARS FOR SALE
61 210 Duett-$3000, garaged for 38 years partially disassembled. Good B16 drive
train. Many extra parts including new metal for floorboards, rockers and around
wheel wells, spare frame and 4 spare doors. Rob Schwieger, pv544gt@gmail.com
Gray Creek BC
64-PV544- $10,000 USD o.b.o. exc. Cond, runs well. B18, SU carbs, M40 4spd
trans, all original. Rainbow Auto in Bellingham Washington, Larry Watson ph: 360-
734-6118. Email: Larry321@gmail.com.
66-PV544- $13,000, 152,000 miles, rare, few came to Canada, second owner since
1967. Well maintained, rust free, mechanically sound, new clutch, brakes, parking
brake cable. Should replace the front suspension bushings. In Edmonton. LaVerne
Farr. Ph: 780-454-3796, email: huffyandl(at)gmail.com.
69-122-$19,900 obo. restored 2022, new front fenders, professional body and paint.
New headliner, dash cap, carpet set, heater fan, etc. Reblt B20, carb’s cleaned and
tuned. Runs and drives great! Russ: 403-618-3050, Wjrd504@gmail.com.
72 1800ES & 73 1800ES + parts to rebuild one complete vehicle. Must Sell
$10,000 obo. 1972 ES intact but not currently running PLUS a 1973 ES with engine
and transmission out. PLUS over $25,000 in new and used parts to rebuild the two
cars into one. John Baker Tel: 604-874-0721 Cell: 778-952-7657
77 244DL-$1,000 obo., 140k miles, one owner, garage kept. B21, new battery,
needs heater core, front seat upholstery. Interior carpet and trim need installation but
are included. Full service history. Runs and drives. Located on Cortes Island. Brid-
get 1-206-858-2925
78 242GT-$25,000 obo Meticulous care by second owner since 2004. All service
records available. Clean rust free body. Engine upgraded, bored and larger cams low
miles on rebuild. Lots of power. Located in New Westminster. Nick 778-773-0906,
nickstasiuk@hotmail.com
80- 245 -Best Offer. Running condition, mechanically sound. Low usage last 10
years. Seppo Leppanen Email: Sdleppanen@shaw ca, Ph: (604)652 6337
92 960-$21,000, 54,300 km, dark green, family owned, bought new in Vancouver,
no accidents, garage kept, mechanically, body and interior in new original condition,
collector plated, Ron 604-218-2688. ronchong33(AT)gmail.com
2001 Black Volvo V70XC Wagon, $1200 obo, 176000km. Body condition is excel-
lent. Power train is very good. Volvo OEM 17” Rally wheels. Recently serviced.
Instrument cluster needs replacing. Alex, ph: 778-235-3546

PARTS AND SERVICE
SANDY WILL’S PARTS COLLECTION: Tons of pre 75 Volvo parts, all
models (544/122/1800/140/160) sorted and accessible, give us a call
John Cripps 604-466-9110 or jcripps544@gmailcom or Gregg Morris 604-469-
1216 or grmorris@shaw.ca
1228 parts, from 5 cars 64 and up. Mechanical, body, trim etc. Richard Arm-
strong, Lac LaHache, 250-396-4456
83-760GLE parts car, all parts available John 604-466-9110
83 242 GLT Parts, Free hood,trunk lid, & headliner. For sale suspension, me-
chanical, elec, interior.late 960 16”wheels $200 for set, 960 trailer hitch, new cam,
new water pumps for B18/B20/B30 , Cam 604-931-3729, vcbc@muon.ca
240 and 740 series parts up to 1990, lots of body, mechanical interior and
trim. Mike 604-582-2837
WANTED: The large size flange (3.75” OD) on the front of the differential
found on 1970/71 1800E, 1971 142E, 164s, 240s &740s. Ian Wood will pay $45
per flange. 778-988-6815, ianwoodesq@gmail.com
For Sale: Wood Rim Steering wheel for 140 $150. Third seat for 145 wagon and
another for a 245 wagon offers. Alan, 604-469-2674, alanhankey383@gmail.com
FREE four 1970 1800E factory mags, good condition, located in Halfmoon Bay,
BC, baycroftperry@yahoo.ca 604 240 0289.
FREE four4 - Volvo 15” 4 stud alloy wheels from a low mileage 2000 S40.
(That is the first series of the S40 based on the Mitsubishi platform.) Dave 250-
714-2592 mudgekinl @telus.net Nanaimo.
VINTAGE IMPORT PARTS, Contact me for all your vintage Volvo parts
needs. 444/544/122/1800/140, Olof, 604-992-9664 or olofgmalm-
berg@gmail.com website www.vintageimportparts.com
ISLAND AUTOMOTION LTD - SU Carburetor Rebuilding,
www.sucarburetors.com Rhys Kent, 1-250-479-5192 Victoria or islandautomo-
tion@shaw.ca

NEED PARTS? TRY GREGG MORRIS’S PERSONAL, REDICULOUSLY
LARGE, COLLECTION OF PARTS FOR THE PV, AMAZON, 1800, 140
AND 164 SERIES CALL 778-988-6694 OR EMAIL grmorris@shaw.ca.

WANTED
I am looking for an early 1800, Amazon or 544 project car. I have restored 5 early
1800s and need a new project. I would like a stalled project or a car in storage.
Minimal rust would be nice but I am up to a challenge. Please call or email de-

scription and pictures. Jamie Graham 250-507-0832, Ntegrity@telus.net
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| THANKS TO DICK LIBBY FOR THE HISTORICAL PV PHOTOS




